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Pastoral Newsletter (Summer 2009)
FROM THE INTERIM MODERATOR
 

It is a real pleasure for me to be working with you over the coming months as your interim moderator. What this means is that I will be on hand at Garvald and Morham and Haddington West to chair session meetings, to sit in on vacancy discussions and to lead worship in each of the churches every so often. While your assistant and elders will be handing the majority of pastoral work with congregation and parish, I would also anticipate being involved in weddings and some funerals from time to time.
 

Anyone who has experience of vacancies knows that being without a minister can be an unsettling time for all concerned. Yet, it can also be a time of worthwhile challenge and growth, as we seek together to discern God's will. Yes, there will be ups and downs along the way, but we can also look forward in faith to what God has in store for us in this corner of East Lothian.
Please pray for all concerned in the vacancy, and remember that although you do not know the identity of your next minister, we can trust in the Risen Christ's promise to be with us through all the events of life, "to the end of the age".
 

I am really looking forward to meeting you all, and getting to know you well in the months to come.
 

With all good wishes.
 

Yours,
 

Robin
 

Rev Dr Robin Hill
Interim Moderator
Dear friends at Garvald, Morham and West Church. Dilma, Pedro, Lucas and I want to say a huge thank you for the wonderful send off you had for us in the Garvald and West Church halls. You were so very gracious and generous and may I simply say that we have been so greatly blessed by the emotional and dignified farewells you have given us. The gifts have sent us off to Dobbies, T K Max, and John Lewis', B and Q and Remnant Kings fabric!!!!! It has been like Christmas, birthday and all sorts rolled into one. We really enjoyed the last Sunday morning services because we felt really loved and that there was a real Spirit in the air of brotherhood and sisterhood with all of you.
The food, drinks, music and SONG at Garvald, the flowers cards, cake and framed photo at West Church along with YOUR wonderful words of care for us boosted our flagging spirits with the high emotion of all that lies ahead. The courier article did not do justice to the hour or more the reporter had me on the phone but at least he did manage to make it clear how happy we have been here and that it is hard for us to say goodbye! Thank you so much for cards put through the door since, for warm words on the street and on the phone too. Thank you for your interest in where we are going and that you have been our church family and friends for these 13 years.

The first two Sundays have got me off to a great start and as the congregation is so small it is going to be quite easy ( even me to) remember all their names. We had a new little family come for the first time our first Sunday and a young mum and her daughter the second Sunday and this week I have my second and third parish funerals which will be another chance to get to know some of the folk out there in the parish. With my first Kirk Session meeting this week and all sorts of other things in the pipeline it is very much a case of "sleeves up and away we go"!

We will always be part of your lives and we hope to have a couple of housewarming parties for some of you to come up and visit with us perhaps over the summer. Until we meet again God bless you one and all, now and always. Cammy, Dilma, Pedro and Lucas Mackenzie. In Christian Love. XXXX
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S Club News

S Club News
 

With all this lovely summer weather (probably by the time you read this it will be back to rain) and before your diaries fill up can you please think about the church picnic and come along. It will be on Saturday 26th June at our usual favourite venue Dalkeith Country park. We will leave by car from the West church at 11.30 and aim to arrive at the park by 12 noon. S Club pay for the childrens entrance to the park and provide juice, crisps and sweets for the children as well. We will light a Bar-b-que so if you want to bring along something to cook on it that would be great. If you haven't been before you don't know what you are missing and if you have been a regular you will know how much fun we have. A list will be up on the church hall notice board for you to put your name on if you can come.
The family service will be on Sunday 27th June - make this a date in your diary too.
During the school holidays we will be looking for child protected volunteers to look after and entertain the children while the church service is on. Can you help ? - look out for the list on the hall wall and put your name down for one of the Sundays.
The holiday club will run the last week of the school summer holidays from 10.00 -12.00. This is for children from p1-p7. Watch out for more information on this. 
Any queries on any of the above call Stella Ross
Stella Ross


Prayer Request

From Charlotte Crawford, the West Church Prayer 

Co-ordinator


1. During this time of vacancy pray we as a congregation would be united and supportive as we await your will for our church.
2. Seek God’s blessing and guidance for our session in the many decisions they will have to make.

3. Please remember our frail and elderly members who are now unable to join with us in worship and fellowship.

Looking at Life
Heavenly Father in our journey through life teach us to look back with gratitude and count our blessings. To look around with compassion and serve those in need. To look forward with confidence and trust you for all that’s to come, in the Faith of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen

MOBILE PHONES vs THE BIBLE
Ever wondered what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our mobile phones?

What if we carried it around in our handbag or pocket?

What if we flipped through it several times a day?

What if we turned back to get it if we forgot it?

What if we used it to receive messages from the text?

What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?

What if we gave it to kids as gifts?

What if we took it with us when we travelled?

What if we used it in case of an emergency?

This is something to make you go…hmm…where’s my Bible?

Oh, and one more thing: Unlike our mobile phones, we don’t have to worry about our Bible being disconnected because Jesus already paid the bill.

And no dropped calls!

Makes you stop and think, “Where are my priorities?”

Dates for your Diary

Guild Diary

04/06
Summer Rally


North Esk Church

Hymn Singalong

Come along and sing your favourite hymns at Haddington West Church on Friday 11 June at 7.30 p.m.

Tickets £2 each and all proceeds will go towards the Organ Fund.

Parish News
Baptisms 
 
Hayley Louise McLachlan
Charlotte Bryony Oakley
Lorna Telford
Carol-Ann Oakley
Gracie Helen Rose Learmonth
Samuel Neil Murray MacKay
Reace Black
Ruth Harkess
Dana Ruth Harkess
 
Member by Profession of Faith


Norma MacKay 

Seggarsdean Terrace

Session Clerk
 
Mrs. Janet Dodson who has been Session Clerk for the last 2 years has resigned. We thank her for her service to the Kirk Session. Tom Neill has taken over the post.
 
 
New Members

Ruth and Peter Harkess 
Arthur Scott
Robert Smith 
Point to Ponder


The next issue of the Newsletter will be available on Sunday 28th August for Elders to deliver. The deadline for articles for inclusion is 12 noon Sunday 21st August.  Contact me, or amandaherriott911@hotmail.com 

Thanks Amanda




I would rather walk with God in the dark than go it alone in the light.


Mary Gardiner Brainard
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